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   ********** 
The meeting of the Board of Directors of the Central Oregon Irrigation District (COID) was 
called to order by Brad Clarno, at 9:01 a.m. on July 8, 2025, in the district office. 
 
The Directors present were Tom Burke, Brad Clarno, Jeff Larkin, and Brian Lapore. Craig 
Horrell, Secretary - Managing Director, Jon Skidmore, Deputing Managing Director; Jenny 
Hartzell-Hill, HR Manager; Kelley O’Rourke, Internal Operations Manager; and Matt Singer, 
General Counsel all attended in person. Heidi Dennison, Accounting Consultant; Jessi Talbott, 
Water Rights Director; Cary Penhollow, Water Master; Baxter Davies, Operations Manager; 
Doug Watson, Hydro Manager; and Mikaela Watson, Water Rights Project Assistant; 
participated via zoom. In-person guests are listed in Exhibit “A”. Stace Moss joined via Zoom. 
 
1. OPEN FORUM: 
A large group of Alfalfa residents came to the Board to protest COID land being considered for 
the land fill. Each was given 5 minutes to speak. Petitions and letters opposing the COID land 
being considered for the landfill location were submitted to the record, see Exhibit “B” 
 
Margo Barron, Patron on 62311 Dodds Rd, Bend. She gave a brief history of the area and the 
Alfalfa Community. She is strongly opposed to having the COID property in this area considered 
for landfill development. 
 
Karen Kelley, Patron at 61620 Obernolte Road, Bend. Heard that COID water would be taken 
from the CO Canal for the processing but has heard that there are no available water rights. Also 
discussed concerns regarding roadway and access.  
 
Abby Kellner-Rode, Boundless Farmstand at 25360 Walker Road. Concerns regarding noise, 
dust, and the diminish of EFU land with other concerns.  
 
Devon Larson, patron at 25025 Dodds Road, Bend. Submitted petitions against the land fill.  
 
Sarah Lillesve, patron at multiple properties: 23880 Dodds Road & 24350 Dodds Road, opposed 
to the property being considered by Deschutes County as a landfill site. She has many concerns 
about the water systems and wells in the area, the diminish of agricultural lands, and the danger 
of chemicals and toxins in the aquifer.  
 
Ann Wolfe, Dodds Road. Not a patron. She has concerns about the development of COID lands.   
 
Craig Horrell suggested that the Board add the landfill matter to the August meeting for 
discussion and consideration. 
 
AJ Rosengarth, patron 62770 Eagle Road, Bend. Asking the Board to switch the temp water he 
has been getting to permanent water right. Craig Horrell suggested putting this on the agenda for 
Board consideration at the August meeting. Zoned as UAR10. 
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2. MINUTES:   
The minutes of the 6/10/25 Regular Meeting were provided to the Board. A motion was made by 
Tom Burke to approve the meeting minutes as presented. Following a second by Jeff Larkin the 
motion was approved unanimously.  
 
3. TRANSFERS / INCLUSIONS:  
The water rights memorandum was provided to the Board prior to the meeting, Exhibit “C”. Jessi 
Talbott provided a summary of water rights and projects. Tom Burke made a motion to approve 
the transfers as presented. Following a second by Brian Lepore the motion was approved 
unanimously.  
 
4.  REPORTS: 
 A. Watermaster Report –  

A written report (Exhibit “D”) was provided to the Board prior to the meeting. 
Cary Penhollow joined the Board and informed them that with the high 
temperatures we are seeing a decrease in natural flow. 
 

            B. Operations and Maintenance Report – 
A written report (Exhibit “E”) was provided to the Board prior to the meeting. 
Baxter Davies updated the Board on upcoming projects at Crane Prairie and 
general cleaning and maintenance. He expects to have cost and a timeline from 
our engineer for the CO intake project at the August meeting. 

 
 C. Hydro Report -  

A written report (Exhibit “F”) was provided to the Board prior to the meeting. 
Doug Watson joined the meeting, and Craig Horrell updated the Board on the 
Power Purchase Agreement negotiations. 
 

 D. Internal Operations & Communications- 
A written report (Exhibit “G”) was provided to the Board prior to the meeting. 
Kelley O’Rourke updated the Board on the newsletter release. 
 

 E. Finance -   
The written report (Exhibit “H”) was provided to the Board prior to the meeting.  
Heidi Dennison joined the meeting and updated the Board on current budget 
standings. 
 

F. Manager Report- 
 Craig Horrell informed the Board that Arnold Irrigation is working to find a new 

manager. Craig met with them on the grants that they had secured.  
 

5. BILLINGS & PAYROLL: 
Jeff Larkin made a motion to approve the Billings and Payroll as presented. Following a 
second by Tom Burke the motion was approved unanimously.  

 
6. OLD BUSINESS: 

• Merkley PL 566 
Craig Horrell updated the board that public meetings are expected to begin in early fall. 
Then he discussed how the timeline could go, but everything depends on each step. 
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• Grant Funding Update 
Craig Horrell reported that our funds are still there, and we are still working through 
getting everything released. 
 

• DBWC 
Craig Horrell updated the Board that COID staff are still involved in these meetings. 
They still have a lot of work to do with the cities, counties and irrigation districts. 
 

• Central Oregon Canal – Future Intake Project 
Baxter Davies updated the Board on this in his report. This will be a capital ask at the 
August meeting. 
 

7.  NEW BUSINESS 
• Fee Schedule Update 

Jessi Talbott informed the Board that due to OWRD transfer fee increases, COID will 
need to notify patrons of the increase fees for transactions that go through OWRD. The 
updated fees are as follows: 
 
Updated COID Fees (Effective July 1, 2025: 

• Removal of Water (Over 1 Acre): $645 
• Removal of Water (Under 1 Acre): $345 
• District 385 Permanent Water Right Transfer (Over 1 Acre): $645 
• District 385 Permanent Water Right Transfer (Under 1 Acre): $345 
• Temporary Transfer: $345 

EXECUTIVE SESSION: 
Brad Clarno recessed the regular session to go into the Executive Session at 10:52 a.m. under the 
following ORS: 

• ORS 192.660(2)(e) to conduct deliberations with persons designated by the governing 
body to negotiate real property transactions. 

• ORS 192.660(2)(h) to consult with counsel concerning the legal rights and duties of a 
public body with regard to current litigation or litigation likely to be filed. 

The executive session recessed and returned to the general session at 12:35 p.m. 
 
9. BOARD COMMENTS: 
None 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 12:36 p.m. following a motion by Tom Burke and a second by 
Jeff Larkin.  
 
_____________________________   ______________________________ 
Craig Horrell, Manager    Tom Burke  
 
_____________________________   ______________________________ 
Brad Clarno      C.B. Foss 
 
_____________________________   ______________________________ 
Jeff Larkin           Brian Lepore 


