
  

ON-FARM EFFICIENCY 
DURING DROUGHT 
PRACTICAL STEPS TO HELP 
PROTECT SOIL, WATER, AND 
PRODUCTIVITY ON YOUR LAND 

 

 

 

 

Every Drop Counts 
Limited water supplies affect us all, but every small change 
can make a big difference. By taking steps now to conserve 
water, we can help reduce the strain this summer and 
strengthen not only our own operations, but our entire 
agricultural community. Explore the following practical tips to 
improve water efficiency on your farm or ranch. 

Supporting Our Agricultural Community 

The Deschutes Basin Board of Control (DBBC) is committed to 
protecting water rights for our farm and ranches while also 
working to enhance fish and wildlife habitat. We encourage 
you to contact your local irrigation district to learn more about 
on-farm efficiency resources and improvement opportunities. 
We’re all in this together, and your farm plays a vital role in our 
community. 

  

DROUGHT YEAR 
PLANNING TIPS: 

- Prioritize irrigation for highest-
value or most drought-sensitive 
crops 

- Plan early for hay or feed 
shortages 

- Monitor district announcements 
for allocation updates 

EQUIPMENT 
EFFICIENCIES: 

- Check for leaks and maintain 
proper pressure 

- Consider reducing nozzle sizes or 
install drip or low-pressure 
systems 

- Install pressure gauges on pumps 

WATER MANAGMENT: 

- Monitor and test soil moisture 

- Incorporate cover crops to 
increase organic matter 

- Focus irrigation on critical growth 
stages 

LIVESTOCK 
CONSIDERATIONS: 

- Rotate grazing to reduce stress 
on pastures 

- Prioritize clean water access for 
stock watering 

- Evaluate alternative feed and 
secure supplies early  

 

 

 KNOW YOUR WATER 
SUPPLY: 
Bureau of Reclamation 
https://www.usbr.gov/pn/hy
dromet/destea.html 
 
NOAA - National Water 
Prediction Service: 
https://water.noaa.gov 

 

https://www.usbr.gov/pn/hydromet/destea.html
https://www.usbr.gov/pn/hydromet/destea.html


On Farm Resources  

 
• Deschutes River Conservancy 

https://www.deschutesriver.org – 541-382-4077 

• Family Farm Alliance 

https://www.familyfarmalliance.org – 916-206-7186 

• OSU Extension Service 

https://extension.oregonstate.edu/water - 541-548-6088 

• Deschutes Soil and Water Conservation District 

https://www.deschutesswcd.org/ – 916-206-7186 

• Natural Resources Conservation Service 

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov – 503-414-3200 

• Conserving water in agriculture through livestock water management during a 

drought: 

 http://ir.library.oregonstate.edu/xmlui/bitstream/handle/1957/20542/em8588-e.pdf 

• Strategies for advancing water conservation in Agriculture, courtesy of the Oregon 

Environmental Council: 

http://oeconline.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/12/Making-Water-Work_web.pdf   

• Directory of local Soil and Water Conservation Districts:  

http://www.oregon.gov/ODA/shared/Documents/Publications/NaturalResources/SWC

DDirectory.pdf 

 
 
 
 

Deschutes Basin Board of Control 
The Deschutes Basin Board of Control (DBBC) is comprised of eight Central Oregon irrigation 
districts, including Arnold, Central Oregon, North Unit, Ochoco, Swalley, Three Sisters, 
Tumalo and Lone Pine (Districts). Through the DBBC, formed in January 2002, the Districts 
coordinate and share their respective resources and management assets to conserve water, 
improve their services for farm and ranch families, and enhance river conditions for salmon, 
steelhead, other fish and wildlife species, and recreational opportunities. 
https;//dbbcirrigation.com 
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